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Murders 


By HOWELL RAINES 

Special to The New York Times 

' MEMPHIS, Nov. 22 — In the credit 
house where he researches his con- 
spiracy theories on the assassinations of 
the l&SO’s, Mark Lane was spinning out 
another conspiracy scenario today — chat 
the People's Temple mass suicide in 
Guyana was the first step of a “master 
plan” that, financed with a $10 million se- 
cret fund, could bring even more murders 
of American public officials and defec- 
tors from the cult founded by the Rev. 
Jim Jones. 

' Mr. Lane, a' lawyer who was hired to 
fend off suspected government spying on 
the late Mr. Jones’s jungle commune, de- 
scribes his former client as a paranoid 
"murderer” who, after four weeks of 
.drug injections, gave the orders that re- 
■sulted last weekend in the deaths of Rep- 
resentative Leo J. Ryan, Democrat of 
California, and more than 400 other ceo- 
.ple. 

.. Mr. Lane said he had escaped death by 
.Seeing Jonestown, the agrarian-socialist 
.village founded by Mr. Jones in Guyana, 
and hiding iti the jungle. His fingers 
ringed with Band-Aids — reminders of a 
rough night in the bush — the 51-year-old 
lawyer recalled his last conversation 
with Mr. Ryan, a, Congressman from San 
Francisco who traveled to Guyana to 
check reports that his constituents were 
being held against their will and abused 
in Jonestown. 

A Thirst for Absolute Power 1 

' Mr. Lane recalled that as Mr. Ryan 
watched Mr. Jones talk to some disen- 
chanted followers, the Representative 
had described the charismatic preacher 
as both the village’s “best friend” and 
“its greatest enemy because of his para- 
noia and his thirst for absolute cower.” 

. “I thought,” said Mr. Lane, “that since 
tne Congressman had only been there 24 
hours, that was brilliant analysis, a fas; 
and accurate analysis.” 

Mr. Jones’ ambition and paranoia, ac- 
cording to Mr. Lane, produced a "master 
plan” that the lawyer contends may have 
been put in motion by Mr. Jones’ suicide 
and the deaths of about 400 of his follow- 
ers from drinking poison. 

“The first stage of that plan,” said Mr. 
Lane, “is the so-called mass suicide, 
which I believe was a mass murder, and 
the second stage required those who sur- 
vived to condemn Jim Jones, to say he 
was a fascist paranoid, that it was all the 
result of one man’s actions, and then 
themselves to use their resources — some 
small group of people — to kill ail the do- ; 
tenors and at the same time kill pubiic i 
officials, as they said, to politicize these 
killings. 

Cult Said to Have Large Funds 

maintained also that the Peo- 
ple’s Temple had more than $10 miiiion 
including deposits in foreign banks and 


about S3 million in cash kept in foot look- 
ers at Jonestown. Authorities reportedly 
have so far found about $500, COO there. 

The lawyer refused to reveal any 
sources of information that could sub- 
stantiate his theory of a master plan. To 
do so, he said, would betray his confiden- 
tial relationship with former members of 
the People’s Temple who may now be his 
clients. Such people might be willing to 
tell all they know in return for immunity 
from prosecution, Mr. Lane said. 

Mr. Lane, a former New York Assem- 
blyman, is well known as a critic of the 
Warren Commission’s report on the as- 
sassination of President John F. Kennedy 
and, more recently, as the combative at- 
torney for James Earl Ray, the convicted 
killer of the late Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Mr. Lane recently bought a 
roomy, two-story house in Memphis to 
pursue his investigation of the King as- 
sassmation, which occurred here. 

Having arrived in Memphis from 
Guyana at 1 A.M. today, Mr. Lane re- 
counted his jungle adventures as four 
young women in blue jeans, who identi- 
fied themselves as unsalaried staff mem- 
bers in the research on the King assassi- 
nation, scurried about cleaning up the 
house and taking telephone calls. 

Mr. Lane’s temper, which he displayed 
frequently during the recent hearings in 
Washington on the King assassination, 
flared again when he was asked if his 
reputation as a conspiracy theorist might 
have excited the paranoia ha sensed in 
Mr. Jones. 

“Oh, I’m responsible for the massa- 
cre?” Mr. Lane said, his voice rising. “Is 
that The New York Times line?” 

Mr. Lane went on to say that he had 
been playing a peacemaking role in 
Jonestown while “the State Department 
and the F.B.I. and the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency and The New York Times 
ail knew about the possibility of a massa- 
cre in Jonestown and none of them were 
doing anything to prevent it.” 

Mr. Lane accused The Times of having 
intentionally made mistakes in a bio- 
graphical article about him that ap- 
peared earlier this week in an effort to as- 
sign him a sinister or opportunistic role in 
the affair. 

On the contrary, he said, he began to 
work for “reforms” in Jonestown when 
he was hired for a “small fee” to file a 
Freedom of Information claim in Wash- 
ington for the People’s Temple. Mr. Lane 
said that last Saturday when he began to 
encourage Mr. Jones to let some unhappy 
residents leave Jonestown with Mr. 
Ryan, the preacher turned on him. 

"He looked at me and I’m telling you I 
saw a death warrant in his eyes,” said 
Mr. Lane. 

The lawyer said that during his first 
visit to Jonestown about a month ago, Mr.' 
Jones appeared “mellow, somewhat 
vague, looking for guidance.” But when 


Mr. Lane arid the Ryan party arrived last 
week, Mr. Jones seemed grim, "deter- 
mined,” and eerily cairn, he'asserted. 

Mr. Lane said that shortly after Mr. 
Ryan had left the camp Saturday it be- 
came apparent to him that Mr. Jones had 
decided to have the visitors killed, 
thereby producing an incident that would 
justify a call for mass suicides. 

“He said, ‘Mark, we have proof that 
they're going to sheet up that plane,’ ” 
?.ir. Lane said. The lawyer continued that 
he had deduced that this remark bv Mr. 
Jones was his way of saying that the Con- 
gressman and his companions wouid be 
attacked at the airstrip eight miles away. 

“I knew that before it happened,’! Mr. 
Lane said. "There was nothing I could do 
about it. There was a guard at the radio. 
There was no way to leave the place.” 

Mr.^Lane recalled that efforts by him 
and Mr. Jones’s other lawyer, Charles 
Garry of San Francisco, to reason with 
Mr. Jones or to distract him were futile. 
Apparently angered, the cult leader had 
them placed under armed guard. The two 
lawyers subsequently talked their guard 
into releasing them so that, as Mr. Lane 
told the man, “I will be- able to tell the 
world about the last moments of Jones- 
town.” 

By this time, Mr. Jones had assembled 
the villagers for the death ritual. Hearing 
the minister chant “It is beautiful to die” 
and “Mother, mother, mother,” over the 
village loudspeaker, Mr. Lane and Mr. 
Garry ran to the jungle and hid through- 
out Saturday night. 



